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The result was almost complete inhibition of the staphylococcus strain.
Using the "hole method," no inhibition could be demonstrated by the patient's
sputum or serum, as the test is probably not delicate enough.
X-ray report of antra and accessory air cells, 11th April, 1944 (five days after
cessation of Penicillin treatment), shows nil abnormal. 0
X-ray chest (plate II), 11th April, 1944, report :-"Old infection of chest. Several
heavily calcified foci on right side. Does not seem recently active."
The patient's progress is continuing satisfactorily.
I am indebted to Dr. J. A. Smith for the original diagnosis of staphylococcal
septicaemia, and for the subsequent blood culture and sputum reports; and to
Dr. N. C. Graham for his interest and reports; also to Dr. F. M. B. Allen for his
supervision and advice during the patient's stay in the Clark Children's Clinic.
No words of gratitude are adequate to the donors of the Penicillin, who must
remain anonymous.
REVIEWS
AIDS TO CLINICAL PATI'HOLOGY. By David Haler, M.B., B.S., D.C.P.
Pp. 35a. Baillibre, Tindall & Cox. 6s.
IT seems a pity to begin such an ambiti?us little book wvith the statement that "'Tlhe beginning
of the study of medicine should be the consideration of the end of life." The whole tr-end of
modern medical thought is precisely in the opposite direction.
The work is intended for "students and others interested in laboratory work," but by far the
greater number of tests described are quite outside the province of a medical student's curriculum,
and, on the other' hand, the simple tests wvith all their possible fallacies, together with the
accurate and strictly detailed technique necessary for their performance, are not explained wvith
the clarity essential to the training of a student. Nevertheless, there is a great deal of valuable
information contRtined. in the pages of this small and very reasonably-priced book. It is too
highly technical to make an appeal to the average clinician, but the young clinical pathologist
will find a place for it on his shelves. He will probably not agree with all the author's statements
and may dislike soine of his terminology, certain obvious errors will catch his eye, but in the
main the wide scope of the book will appeal to him, and he will feel that he has had very good
value for his money. The book itself is well produced anid compares very favourably with other
war-time publicationis. E. M. H.
AIDS TO MATlERIA MEDICA. By G. H. Newns, M.D., M.R.C.P. Third
Edition. Pp. 211. Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox. 6s.
THIS is an excellent little book and can be confidently recommended to all medical students. It
should also be of use to the average doctor, wvho is often glad to refresh his mind as to the
action and doses of the less familiar drugs, and it would also enable him to keep his knowledge
of the newer preparations up to date. Penicillin, however, has not been included in the text.
The book is wvell and clearly written, nowhere verbose, and niever difficult to understand. The
printing and spacing of paragraphs are remarkably good, making it an excellent voluwie for quick
reference. The arrangement of the chapters appeals at once to common sense. It is much superior-
to the average war-time product and is very good value. E. M. H.
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